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about eight pounds by the frolic ; then coming to London
they fell into hard drinking, like so many drunken Germans,
but in the midst of their cups they had the civility, every
now and then, to drink the health of all them by whom they
had fared the better.
This fellow, though he was not above twenty-five years
of age when he was hanged at Tyburn, with Jack Hall and
Stephen Bunce, in 1707, had reigned long in his villainy;
and the fortunate success which he had had in his manifold
sins only made him repent that he had not practised them
sooner.
JACK OVET
An amorous Highwayman^ who was executed at Leicester
in May, 1708
JACK OVET, a shoemaker by trade, was born at
Nottingham, where his abode was for four or five years
after he had served his apprenticeship. But being always of
a daring, audacious disposition, his unruly temper induced
him to keep very lewd and quarrelsome company, and
depending on his manhood, it inspired him with an inclina-
tion of laying aside his mechanical employment to translate
himself into a gentleman, by maintaining that quality on the
highway.
Immediately equipping himself, as a highwayman ought,
with a good horse, hanger and pistols, he rode towards
London ; and on the road had the good success of robbing
a gentleman of twenty pounds, who, being one of great
courage, told Ovet that if he had not come upon him un-
awares, and surprised him at a disadvantage, he should have
given him some trouble before he would have parted with
his money. Quoth Ovet: " Sir, I have ventured my life once
already in committing this robbery; however, if you have
the vanity to think yourself a better man than me, I'll venture
once more. Here's your money again ; let it be betwixt us,
and whoever of us is the best man let him win it and wear
it." The gentleman very willingly accepted the proposal,
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